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The work by Mirza Muhammad Haydar Tarikh-i Rashidi
was always highly appreciated by all scholars who studied
the history of Moghilistan of the second half of the four-
teenth—first half of the sixteenth century. The appearance
of its new edition with a translation into Russian is no
doubt a remarkable event. Moreover that the author of the
work himself was such a gifted and prominent figure, that,
in our opinion, his personality deserves special considera-
tion. It is difficult to refrain from mentioning that Mirza
Muhammad Haydar was a close relative of the famous Ori-
ental author and the founder of the Great Moghil dynasty
(1526—1858) Babur (d. 1530). The mothers of Babur and
Mirza Haydar were sisters.

Muhammad Haydar himself, or, as he called himself,
Mirza Haydar, came from a very influential and noble
Dighlat family. In the fourteenth—sixteenth centuries his
ancestors were powerful amirs enthroning and dethroning
princes of the ruling dynasty in the eastern part of the Cha-
gatay empire — the territories of the present-day
Kazakhstan, Kirghizstan and Xin-jiang — or Moghilistan,
as all these lands are named in the medieval Muslim
sources.

Mirza Haydar was born in 905/1499—1500 in Tash-
kent, which at that time belonged to the ruler of
Moghilistan Mahmiid-khan. The mother of Mirza Haydar
was a daughter of the Moghulistan ruler Yunus-khan
(1462—1487). The famous husband of her sister, Babur, as
well as Moghill khan Sultan Sa‘ld (who ruled in Kashgaria
in 1514—1533) showed active interest in Mirza Haydar's
life and career. He received a good Muslim education, be-
coming well-versed in literature, different branches of sci-
ence, arts and crafts according to the standards of that time.
Being endowed with poetic gift he wrote poems in Turkt

and FarsT with equal fluency. Besides his outstanding liter-
ary abilities he was at the same time a gifted military leader
and a man of great personal bravery.

Mirza Haydar's noble origin and personal abilities de-
termined his official career: he was close to the khan's
court, under Sultdan Sa‘id he held prominent offices in the
Moghill state. On the khan's command he several times led
campaigns into Badakhshan, Kafiristan, Ladaq, and Tibet.
After the death of his patron, Sa‘id-khan, his fortune, how-
ever, changed. The throne of Yarkend was occupied by
Sa‘id-khan's son ‘Abd al-Rashid, who was extremely hos-
tile to the Dughlat tribe. It became dangerous for Mirza H
aydar to stay in his own country, so he decided to move to
India, to the successors of Babur. He spent some time wan-
dering in Tibet Minor, then arrived in Lahore. In 1541,
Mirza Haydar managed to conquer Kashmir by a military
ruse and established a practically independent state there.
Here, in Kashmir, his famous work Tarikh-i Rashidi was
written in Persian between 1542 and 1546.

In a foreword to his work Mirza Haydar explains the
reason which made him take the pen. He writes that in his
youth he became familiar with the tradition about the
Moghiil khans narrated by old men, and later became in-
volved in many historical events. “Looking back”, writes
Mirza Haydar, he realised that no one who knew those sto-
ries and could tell about those events had been left. Thus
developed the idea to create a work dealing with the history
of the Moghill khans and their tribes after their conversion
to Islam supplemented with what the author had heard from
trustworthy story-tellers and with what he had seen himself
in the course of his life. In the introduction to his work
Mirza Haydar does not avoid the usual for medieval authors
self-disparaging words of his modest literary abilities, when
he writers that only all these above mentioned circum-
stances could force him to start “dragging [my] worthless
pen over the whiteness of paper”'.

The main contents of Tarikh-i Rashidi is the story of
the eastern branch of the Chaghataids (the descendants of
Chaghatay, the second son of Chinghiz-khan, who died in
1242), the internal strife within the u/is which resulted in
the rise of the Diighlat tribe and its rule in East Turkestan.
Being the principle source on the history of Moghiilistan in
the second half of the fourteenth—first half of the sixteenth
century Tarikh-i Rashidi contains also rich and often

' Mirza Muhammad Haydar, Tartkh-i Rashidi, a manuscript C 395 in the collection of the St. Petersburg Branch of the Institute of

Oriental Studies, fol. 102a.



