BOOK REVIEW

Tsuguhito Takeuchi. Old Tibetan Contracts from
Central Asia. Tokyo: Daizo Shuppan, 1995, 515 pp., with
Plates of Tibetan and of Chinese texts (pp. 3—63).

This work by Tsuguhito Takeuchi, Professor at the
Kyoto University, is actually the first summary study of the
Tibetan economic documents of the first half of the 9th
century discovered by European expeditions in Chinese
Turkestan and in Dunhuang at the end of the last century
and in the first quarter of the 20th century. These docu-
ments became distributed among several collections: of the
British Museum (Aurel Stein collection), the Bibliotheque
Nationale de Paris (Paul Pelliot collection) and the Museum
of Ethnology in Stockholm (Sven Hedin collection). In the
course of ten years of his work on these collections Ta-
keuchi distinguished 58 documents which he identified as
the oldest Tibetan contracts. These come from Dunhuang,
Miran, Mazar Tagh, Old Domako, Khadalik and the Turfan
Depression.

Takeuchi's predecessor in this field was F. W. Thomas,
the first investigator of Tibetan documents. In 1927 he be-
gan to publish in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society
the documents found by A. Stein, making special emphasis
on the historical data they contained. He accomplished this
work in 1934, publishing about 400 documents in six is-
sues. In 1951 the documents were reprinted in a separate
volume (Tibetan Literary Texts and Documents Concerning
Chinese Turkestan, vol. 2, London). The main fault of this
publication was the absence of any facsimile reproductions
of the documents, which made it difficult to use them for
further investigations. Many important contributions to the
study of Tibetan texts were made by A.H. Francke,
L. Bacot, M. Lalou, R. A. Stein, L. Petech, H. Sato,
A. Macdonald-Spanien, Z. Yamaguchi, C. Beckwith. The
most valuable investigations in this field, however, were
carried by the late Hungarian scholar G. Uray. His studies
made it possible to interpret many toponyms, ethnonyms
and technical terms present in Tibetan documents. He pub-
lished also several brilliant articles on the history of Tibet
in the 7th—11th centuries.

Tsuguhito Takeuchi is working now as Uray's succes-
sor, following his steps with the same inspiration and crea-
tive power. The work done by him is not just a summary of
what had been achieved in OId Tibetan studies during the
forty years following F.W. Thomas' publication but a sig-
nificant step forward. Revealing his profound knowledge of
the social, ethnic and linguistic environment of Chinese
Turkestan and of literary sources in other languages used in
this area (Khotanese Saka, Uighur, etc.), Takeuchi describ-
ed the patterns of Tibetan contracts and analysed the struc-
ture of personal names occurring in these texts, which made

it possible to find out what ethnic groups of East Turkestan
had been using the Tibetan language and the Tibetan sys-
tem of writing.

The book by Takeuchi has two parts and an introduc-
tion. The five chapters of the first part present the classifi-
cation of Old Tibetan contracts by their contents. Such
groups as “Sale Contracts” (chapter 2), “Loan Contracts”
(chapter 3), “Hire Contracts” (chapter 4) are distinguished,
specific features, characteristic of each formula are illus-
trated by examples from the texts of the contracts. Chap-
ter 5 (“Characteristics of the Old Tibetan Contracts and
their Social Background”) presents a summary of the ma-
terials considered above. The second part contains the texts
of 58 Tibetan and 2 Chinese documents, their translation
into English and commentaries.

In our opinion, the book by Tsuguhito Takeuchi is a
good example of how Old Tibetan documents should be
published. All necessary components are present: facsimile
reproduction of the texts, transliteration, translation, com-
mentaries and investigation. It is well provided with indi-
ces, the principal ones being “Syllabic Index” (all the oc-
currences of the syllables found in the Tibetan contracts,
made by computer), “Index of Tibetan Words” and “Phras-
es and General Index”. Besides that, the book includes: ta-
ble 11 — “Personal Names Found in the Old Tibetan Con-
tracts” (pp. 122—9), where the function of every person
mentioned in the contract is indicated, as well as two more
tables giving the structure of all personal names and their
ethnic origin: table 12 — “Name Types in Old Tibetan
Documents” (p. 129) and table 13 — “Chinese Family
Names in Tibetan Transcription” (p. 130). These tables
clearly demonstrate who took part in the deals — only Ti-
betans, or both Tibetans and the natives. At the same time
Takeuchi is solving the problem, whether similar contracts
were in use at that time only in East Turkestan and Hexi,
when the land was under the Tibetan control, or in Tibet it-
self as well.

One more important problem approached by Takeuchi
is the origin of contract patterns. In chapter 5 different for-
mulas used in different types of Old Tibetan contracts are
considered (pp. 105—6), along with “Types of Seals and
Signatures” (table 10, p. 107). Takeuchi compared Tibetan
formulas to those used in Old Chinese contracts and proved
that some of them had been modeled after Chinese patterns.
The Tibetan occupation of Khotan and Dunhuang played an
important part in this process: at that very time and from
those territories the Chinese formulas were first borrowed
by the Tibetans.

The general conclusion made by Takeuchi, is that these
particular forms of Tibetan contracts appear only at the
time of Tibetan domination in East Turkestan. They were



