
© D. James, 2011

PRESENTING THE COLLECTION

D. James

AL-ANDALUS IN AFRICA. 
SOME NOTES ON THE TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY 

BY THE 17TH CENTURY SPANISH MORISCO REFUGEES 
TO NORTH AFRICA AND THE SAHEL

:KHQ�ZH�H[DPLQH�ZKDW�FRQVWLWXWHV�FXOWXUDO�H[FKDQJH�DQG�
WUDQVIHU�EHWZHHQ�QDWLRQV��WKH�H[FKDQJH�RU�WUDQVIHU�RI�WHFK�
QRORJ\� FRPHV�KLJK�RQ� WKH� OLVW��7HFKQRORJ\� LV� UHODWLYHO\�
HDV\�WR�WUDQVPLW��LW�PHHWV�ZLWK�OLWWOH�UHVLVWDQFH��HVSHFLDOO\�
ZKHQ�WKH�UHFLSLHQW�QDWLRQ�RU�JURXS�ZDQWV�DQG�QHHGV�LW�DQG�
YHU\�RIWHQ�LQLWLDWHV�WKH�H[FKDQJH��2I�DOO�IRUPV�RI�WHFKQR�
ORJLFDO� WUDQVPLVVLRQ� QRQH� LV� PRUH� UDSLGO\� XQGHU� 
WDNHQ�²�XQIRUWXQDWHO\�²�WKDQ�PLOLWDU\�WHFKQRORJ\��7KH�
&KLQHVH�LQYHQWHG�JXQSRZGHU�DQG�FKDQJHG�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�
KLVWRU\��:LWKLQ�D�IHZ�GHFDGHV�RI�LWV�XVH�LQ�WKH�)DU�(DVW�LW�
ZDV�EHLQJ�XVHG�E\�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�DUPLHV�RI�6SDLQ�WR�EDWWHU�
GRZQ�WKH�ODVW�UHPDLQLQJ�IRUWUHVVHV�RI� WKH�0XVOLP�.LQJ�
GRP�RI�*UDQDGD��7KH�:DU�RI�*UDQDGD�RI�����²�����ZDV�
RQH�RI�WKH�¿UVW�LQVWDQFHV�RI�WKH�XVH�RI�JXQSRZGHU�LQ�(XUR�
SHDQ� ZDUIDUH� DQG� ZLWKRXW� LW� WKH� .LQJGRP� RI� *UDQDGD�
PLJKW� QRW� KDYH� EHHQ� RYHUFRPH�� RU� PD\� KDYH� VXUYLYHG�
ORQJ�HQRXJK�IRU�PLOLWDU\�DVVLVWDQFH�WR�DUULYH�IURP�1RUWK�
$IULFD�RU� WKH�JURZLQJ�2WWRPDQ�(PSLUH��ZKLFK�E\������
ZDV�DOUHDG\�EHVLHJLQJ�5KRGHV�DQG�SUHVVLQJ�RQ�WR�LQFRUSR�
UDWH�(J\SW�ZLWKLQ�LWV�ERUGHUV�

%XW�LW�ZDV�QRW�WR�EH�DQG�WKH�.LQJGRP��RU�6XOWDQDWH�RI�
*UDQDGD� GLVDSSHDUHG� IURP� WKH�PDS�� EHLQJ� LQFRUSRUDWHG�
LQWR�WKH�QHZ�.LQJGRP�RI�6SDLQ�FUHDWHG�E\�WKH�PDUULDJH�RI�
,VDEHOD�RI�&DVWLOOD�DQG�)HUGLQDQG�RI�$UDJyQ��$OWKRXJK�WKH�
QHZO\�DFTXLUHG�0XVOLP�VXEMHFWV�RI�WKH�6SDQLVK�PRQDUFKV�
ZHUH�LQLWLDOO\�SURPLVHG�DQG�JLYHQ�UHOLJLRXV�IUHHGRP�DQG�
WROHUDWLRQ�WKLV�ZDV�QRW�WR�ODVW�ORQJ��$�UHJLPH�RI�HQIRUFHG�
FRQYHUVLRQ�WR�&KULVWLDQLW\�ZDV�LQVWDOOHG�DQG�D�FDPSDLJQ�
RI� HQIRUFHG� VRFLDO� DQG� FXOWXUDO� DVVLPLODWLRQ�ZDV� EHJXQ��
7KLV�LV�SUREDEO\�EHVW�LQGLFDWHG�E\�WKH�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKRX�
VDQGV� RI�$UDELF� PDQXVFULSWV� E\� WKH� QHZ� DXWKRULWLHV� LQ�
*UDQDGD��EXUQHG�WR�DVKHV�RQ�WKH�JURXQGV�WKDW�PRVW�$UDELF�
PDQXVFULSWV�ZHUH�FRSLHV�RI�WKH�4XU¶ƗQ��DQG�LI�QRW�DW�OHDVW�
FRQWDLQHG�KHUHWLFDO�GRFWULQHV��:H�VKDOO�QHYHU�NQRZ�ZKDW�
WUHDVXUHV� RI� KLVWRU\�� OLWHUDWXUH�� SKLORVRSK\� ZHQW� XS� LQ�
VPRNH�ZLWK� WKH� UHOLJLRXV� WH[WV� WKDW� FHUWDLQO\�PXVW� KDYH�
FRQVWLWXWHG�WKH�EXON�RI�WKH�ERQ¿UH�

7KH�HQIRUFHG�FRQYHUVLRQ�DQG�H[SURSULDWLRQ�RI� ODQGV�
DQG�SURSHUW\�UHVXOWHG�LQ�¿UVW�VHYHUDO�PDMRU�UHYROWV�E\�WKH�
IRUPHU�0XVOLP�SRSXODWLRQ��QRZ�NQRZQ�E\�WKH�GHURJDWRU\�
QDPHV�DV�0RULVLFRV��OLWWOH�0RRUV���0XVOLPV��E\�ZKLFK�ZDV�
PHDQW� ³IDOVH� &KULVWLDQV´�ZKLFK�PDQ\�²� WKRXJK� E\� QR�
PHDQV�DOO�²�ZHUH��7KH�PRVW� VHULRXV� UHYROW�RFFXUUHG� LQ�
�����LQ�WKH�DUHD�DURXQG�WKH�FLW\�RI�*UDQDGD�DQG�WKH�DUHD�
RI�WKH�$OSXMDUUDV�PRXQWDLQV�DQG�PXFK�RI�WKH�0HGLWHUUD�
QHDQ�FRDVW�WR�WKH�VRXWK�ZDV�RXW�RI�WKH�FRQWURO�RI�WKH�0D�
GULG�JRYHUQPHQW�IRU�VHYHUDO�\HDUV��$�PDMRU�FDPSDLJQ�XQ�
GHU�WKH�FRPPDQG�RI�'RQ�-XDQ�GH�$XVWULD��VWHSVRQ�RI�3KLO�
OLS�,,�ZDV�QHFHVVDU\�EHIRUH�WKH�UHYROW�ZDV�SXW�GRZQ��0DQ\�
WKRXVDQGV� RI� 0RULVFR� LQKDELWDQWV� DW� OHDVW� ������� ZHUH�
H[SHOOHG�WR�RWKHU�SDUWV�RI�6SDLQ��2WKHU�UHYROWV�IROORZHG�LQ�
WKH� QH[W� KDOI� FHQWXU\� DQG� LQ� �����3KLOOLS� ,,,� LVVXHG� WKH�
LQIDPRXV�GHFUHH�ZKLFK�H[SHOOHG�DOO�0RULVFRV�IURP�6SDLQ��
HVWLPDWHV�RI� WKH�QXPEHUV�YDU\��EXW�SUREDEO\�DURXQG�RQH�
PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH�ZHUH�IRUFHG�WR�OHDYH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�SURPXO�
JDWLRQ�RI�WKH�GHFUHH�DQG������>�@�

7KHVH�WUDJLF�HYHQWV�GLG�KDYH�RQH�SRVLWLYH�UHVXOW�DQG�
WKDW�ZDV� WKH� WUDQVPLVVLRQ�RI�PXFK�NQRZOHGJH��VNLOO�DQG�
WHFKQRORJ\� WR�1RUWK�$IULFD�DQG� WKH�6DKHO��7KH�H[SHOOHG�
SRSXODWLRQ�FRQWDLQHG�PDQ\�DUWLVDQV�DQG�VNLOOHG�ZRUNHUV�
RI�DOO�VRUWV��EXW�DOVR�SURIHVVLRQDO�W\SHV�OLNH�GRFWRUV��VRO�
diers and sailors.

7KH�0RULVFRV�ZHUH�QRW�WKH�¿UVW�LQKDELWDQWV�RI�DO�$Q�
GDOXV��,VODPLF�6SDLQ�DQG�3RUWXJDO��WR�WUDYHO�WR�1RUWK�$I�
ULFD�DQG�WKH�6DKHO�DQG�WR�OHDYH�WKHLU�PDUN�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�
SURJUHVV��2QH�RI�WKH�PRVW�IDPRXV�ZDV�$Eǌ�,VڭƗT�,EUƗKƯP�
DO�6ƗڭLOƯ��+H�ZDV� ERUQ� LQ�*UDQDGD� LQ� ����� DQG� GLHG� LQ�
7LPEXNWX�LQ�������+H�ZDV�D�SRHW��WUDYHOOHU�DQG�GLSORPDW�
ZKR�PHW�0DQVD�0XVD�WKH�IDPRXV�UXOHU�RI�0DOL�LQ������
DQG�ZDV�LQYLWHG�WR�7LPEXNWX�ZKHUH�KH�H[KLELWHG�DQRWKHU�
WDOHQW�²�WKDW�RI�PDVWHU�EXLOGHU�DQG�DUFKLWHFW��+H�EXLOW�DQ�
DXGLHQFH�FKDPEHU�IRU�0DQVD�0XVD�ZKLFK�VR�GHOLJKWHG�WKH�
UXOHU�WKDW�KH�DVNHG�KLP�WR�FRQVWUXFW�D�SDODFH�DQG�WKH�*UHDW�
RU� -LQJHUH\EHU�0RVTXH� RI�7LPEXNWX��ZKLFK� H[LVWV� XQWLO


