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PRESENTING THE MANUSCRIPT

M. Dehqan

A KURDISH CHRONICLE FROM QUM

For centuries, the Kurdish region of Perso-Ottoman fron-
tier was an important centre for identity and political 
struggles between Persian and Ottoman Empires as well 
DV� IRU� WKH� VSUHDG� RI� .XUGLVK� QDWLRQDOLVP� LQ� .XUGLVWƗQ��
An interesting hitherto unknown chapter in the history of 
nationalist contacts between Kurds and Perso-Ottoman 
communities of the region is 7ƗUƯkh�L�$NUƗG, an unpub-
lished manuscript from the Mar‘ashƯ�/LEUDU\��LQ�4XP��WKH�
contribution of the 19th century unknown Persian diplo-

mat and historian, NaڴƯUƯ��7ƗUƯkh�L�$NUƗG is of importance 
for the history of Kurdish nationalism and especially the 
UHEHOOLRQ�RI�µ8ED\G�$OOƗK�1DKUƯ��G��������>�@��WKH�¿UVW�XQ-
published manuscript from the time of rebellion in which 
many detailed primary materials are given. In this paper 
I will draw attention to this work and will retrace the his-
WRU\�RI�VWUXJJOHV�EHWZHHQ�µ8ED\G�$OOƗK�DQG�3HUVLDQV��7KH�
YHU\� EULHI� VXUYH\� RIIHUHG� KHUH� IRFXVHV� ¿UVWO\� RQ�PDQX-
script and then its contents.

Manuscript

7KH� 4XP� 0DUµDshƯ� /LEUDU\� FRQWDLQV� KXQGUHGV�
of important Arabic and Persian manuscripts, usu-
ally the best of those available in the Middle East, 
which belong to the Mar‘ashƯ� IDPLO\�� 6LQFH� WKH� FRO-
lection has its own published catalogues [2], I only 
focus on�7ƗUƯkh�L�$NUƗG which attracted no attention 
\HW��7KH�4XP�PDQXVFULSW�RI�7ƗUƯkh�L�$NUƗG�(accession 
1R�� ������ �ILJV�� �²�), the unique manuscript of the 
ZKROH�RI�WKH�WH[W�� LV�GHVFULEHG�E\�0DUµDshƯ� OLEUDULDQV�
in a single sentence [3].

The manuscript is divided into 30 µXQZƗQs, each of 
which is in a sense of self-contained yet dependent on 
WKH�RWKHUV��7KH�WH[W�LV�ZULWWHQ�LQ�WKH�$UDELF�VFULSW�LQ�WKH�

Persian language by the author himself. He has written 
manuscript in type of QDVWDµOƯT�LQ�7DEUƯ]��7ƗUƯkh�L�$NUƗG 
begins with EDVPDOD�DQG�WKH�DXWKRU�JLYHV�WKH�GDWH�5DEƯµ�
al-Awwal 1299 AH on the last folio of this chronicle. The 
PDQXVFULSW� LV� RI� ��� IROLRV� DQG� WKH� VL]H� RI� HDFK� IROLR� LV�
����î�����FP��7KH�WH[W�WDNHV�XS�ERWK�VLGHV�RI�WKH�IROLR��
with 10 lines on each side. The pagination is late and Ori-
ental. The paper is probably of European manufacture and 
the binding is late of brown WƯPƗM leather. There are some 
Persian bayts or verses coming immediately before and 
after theµXQZƗQs. There are also some Librarian seals and 
$UDELVPV�LQ�WKH�WH[W��DQG�FURVVHG�RXW�ZRUGV�ZKLFK�GLG�QRW�
¿W�LQ�WKH�OLQH�

Contents

The author of this chronicle has produced an inter-
esting, challenging, and sometimes polemical history in 
the realm of Nehrî rebellion. At the beginning he asserts 
that the basic factor common to all the Kurds is roguish-
ness (EƯ�VDU�ZD�SƗ��DQG�µ8ED\G�$OOƗK�LV�D�VWXSLG�shaykh 
(shaykh�L�QƗGƗQ). So it follows that “Kurdish request” is 
part and parcel of their roguishness, nothing more. It is 
with this basic opinion, as a Persian nationalistic trend 
against the Kurds, that NaڴƯUƯ� SURFHHGV� WR� FRQVLGHU� WKH�
YDULRXV�HYHQWV�XQGHU�WKH�UHEHOOLRQ�RI�µ8ED\G�$OOƗK�

One by one, from the standpoint of the above men-
WLRQHG�³EDVLF� IDFWRU´��KH�¿UVW�RI�DOO�GLVFXVVHV� WKH�.XUG-
ish tribes of Nehrî region, Shaykh کƗKƗ��IDWKHU�RI�Shaykh 
µ8ED\G�$OOƗK�� WKHLU�VLWXDWLRQ�� OLIH��DQG�UHOLJLRQ��7KH�DX-

WKRU��ZKR�SUREDEO\�KDV� WUDYHOOHG�H[WHQVLYHO\� LQ�.XUGLVK�
DUHDV��JLYHV�D�SHUVRQDO�DFFRXQW�RI�WKH�¿UVW�VWHSV�RI�µ8ED\G�
$OOƗK
V� UHEHOOLRQ�DV� WKH�³NLQJ�RI�.XUGLVK� WULEHV´� �sulνƗQ�
al-‘ashƗ¶LU���D�WLWOH�ZKLFK�µ8ED\G�$OOƗK�FKRVH�IRU�KLPVHOI�
�S������)ROORZLQJ�D�EULHI�FKDSWHU�RQ�Shaykh�µ8ED\G�$OOƗK��
son of Shaykh کƗKƗ�DQG�KLV�DUULYDO�WR�8UPƯ\D��S������WKH�
author turns to a consideration of Shaykh�µ$EG�DO�4ƗGLU�
and Kurdish troops marching to UshQDZƯ\D��6ƗZXMEXOƗgh, 
DQG�6XOGǌ]��S�������,Q�WKH�QH[W�FKDSWHU�WKH�DXWKRU�VLJQL¿-
cantly points out the war between Shaykh�µ$EG�DO�4ƗGLU�
DQG�0Ư\ƗQGXƗE
V� DUP\� LQ�ZKLFK� µ$EG�DO�4ƗGLU�ZDV� WKH�
¿QDO�ZLQQHU�DQG�PDQ\�SHRSOH�RI�0Ư\ƗQGXƗE�DQG�0DUƗgha 
were killed (p. 20). The chronicle is in further sections 
GHDOLQJ� ZLWK� µ8ED\G� $OOƗK
V� OHWWHU� WR� 3HUVLDQ� RI¿FLDOV�


