PRESENTING THE MANUSCRIPT
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A KURDISH CHRONICLE FROM QUM
For centuries, the Kurdish region of Perso-Ottoman frontier was an important centre for identity and political
struggles between Persian and Ottoman Empires as well
An interesting hitherto unknown chapter in the history of
nationalist contacts between Kurds and Perso-Ottoman
communities of the region is
kh
, an unpublished manuscript from the Mar‘ash
contribution of the 19th century unknown Persian diplo-

mat and historian, Na
kh
is of importance
for the history of Kurdish nationalism and especially the
published manuscript from the time of rebellion in which
many detailed primary materials are given. In this paper
I will draw attention to this work and will retrace the his-

script and then its contents.

Manuscript
sh
of important Arabic and Persian manuscripts, usually the best of those available in the Middle East,
which belong to the Mar‘ash
lection has its own published catalogues [2], I only
focus on
kh
which attracted no attention
kh
(accession
), the unique manuscript of the
sh
in a single sentence [3].
The manuscript is divided into 30
s, each of
which is in a sense of self-contained yet dependent on

Persian language by the author himself. He has written
manuscript in type of
kh
begins with
al-Awwal 1299 AH on the last folio of this chronicle. The
with 10 lines on each side. The pagination is late and Oriental. The paper is probably of European manufacture and
the binding is late of brown
leather. There are some
Persian bayts or verses coming immediately before and
after the
s. There are also some Librarian seals and

Contents
The author of this chronicle has produced an interesting, challenging, and sometimes polemical history in
the realm of Nehrî rebellion. At the beginning he asserts
that the basic factor common to all the Kurds is roguishness (
shaykh
(shaykh
). So it follows that “Kurdish request” is
part and parcel of their roguishness, nothing more. It is
with this basic opinion, as a Persian nationalistic trend
against the Kurds, that Na
One by one, from the standpoint of the above menish tribes of Nehrî region, Shaykh
Shaykh
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al-‘ash

Shaykh
son of Shaykh
author turns to a consideration of Shaykh
and Kurdish troops marching to Ush
cantly points out the war between Shaykh

sul

gh,
-

gha
were killed (p. 20). The chronicle is in further sections

