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And when Abraham said, “My Lord, make this land secure,
DQG�WXUQ�PH�DQG�P\�VRQV�DZD\�IURP�VHUYLQJ�LGROV�
my Lord, they have led astray many men.
7KHQ�ZKRVR�IROORZV�PH�EHORQJV�WR�PH�
and whoso rebels against me, surely Thou art All-forgiving, 

All-compassionate.
Our Lord, I have made some of my seed to dwell in a valley
ZKHUH�LV�QR�VRZQ�ODQG�E\�7K\�+RO\�+RXVH�
Our Lord, let them perform the prayer,
and make hearts of men yearn towards them,
DQG�SURYLGH�WKHP�ZLWK�IUXLWV��KDSO\�WKH\�ZLOO�EH�WKDQNIXO�
Our Lord, Thou knowest what we keep secret and what we pub-

OLVK�
from God nothing whatever is hidden in earth and heaven.
Praise be to God, who has given me, though I am old, Ishmael 

DQG�,VDDF�
surely my Lord hears the petition.
My Lord, make me a performer of the prayer, and of my seed.
Our Lord, and receive my petition.
Our Lord, forgive Thou me and my parents, and the believers,
upon the day when the reckoning shall come to pass.
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It is well known that the Biblical criticism, which 
has accumulated the achievements of semitology, clas-
VLFDO� SKLORORJ\�� DQG� PDQ\� RWKHU� ¿HOGV� RI� KXPDQLWLHV��
LQÀXHQFHG�JUHDWO\� WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�4XU¶ƗQLF� VWXGLHV��
It was the success of German Biblical studies that led 
to the pre-eminence of German scholars in the study of 
WKH�4XU¶ƗQ��*��)O�JHO��7��1|OGHNH��)��6FKZDOO\��*��%HUJ-
stresser, O. Pretzl and many others), a trend established 
in the nineteenth century. Forces and resources that Bibli-
cal Studies have historically accumulated and continue to 
DFFXPXODWH�DUH�LQFRPSDUDEOH�WR�WKDW�RI�4XU¶ƗQLF�VWXGLHV��
For many decades the latter has been able to use meth-
odological approaches and achievements from Biblical 

6WXGLHV�WR�DGGUHVV�LWV�RZQ�FULWLFDO�SUREOHPV��$Q�H[FHOOHQW�
FRQ¿UPDWLRQ�RI� WKLV� LV� D�FDSLWDO�ZRUN�RI�5HY��'U��.HLWK�
E. Small, Visiting Lecturer and Associate Research Fel-
low at London School of Theology2, dedicated to the 
OHDVW�VWXGLHG�SHULRG�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�4XU¶ƗQ�

8QWLO� QRZ� WKH�KLVWRU\�RI� WKH�4XU¶ƗQ
V� WH[WXDO� HVWDE-
lishment has not been studied and described properly. 
7KH� UHVHDUFK� DQG� ¿QGLQJV� RI� UHFHQW� \HDUV� FRQYLQFLQJO\�
demonstrate that the works of medieval Muslim authori-
ties as well as works based on them by European scholars 
UHYHDO�RQO\�D�SDUW�RI�D�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�PRUH�GLYHUVH�DQG�FRQ-
WUDGLFWRU\�KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�6DFUHG�WH[W
V�¿[DWLRQ��$�GLVFXV-
VLRQ�RI�-��:DQVEURXJK
V�³4XU¶ƗQLF�6WXGLHV��6RXUFHV�DQG�
Methods of Scriptural Interpretation” by such specialists 
as A. Rippin, J. van Ess, E. Ullendorf, R. Paret, L. Nemoy, 
W. A. Graham, R. Serjeant, G. H. A. Juynboll, I. J. Bou-
latta, E. Wagner, K. Rudolph, and others3 have shown
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1 Translation by A. J. Arberry.
2 Dr. Small has taught at undergraduate and postgraduate levels in Britain and internationally. In addition to his academic credentials 
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